
vi 

 

Table of Content 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................................................ v 

DEDICATION ..................................................................................................................................... xii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT .................................................................................................................... xiii 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ............................................................................................................ xiv 

Chapter One: Introduction ................................................................................................................... 2 

1.1 Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 3 

1.2  Main Objective ............................................................................................................................... 5 

1.3  Research Significance ..................................................................................................................... 5 

1.4  Methods ........................................................................................................................................... 6 

1.5  Research Contents ........................................................................................................................... 6 

1.6  Research Limitations....................................................................................................................... 7 

Chapter Two: Literature Review ......................................................................................................... 8 

2.1  Urbanization .................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.2  World Urbanization, Trends and Figures ........................................................................................ 9 

2.3  Impacts of Urban Growth ............................................................................................................. 11 

2.4  Managing Urban Growth: ............................................................................................................. 13 

2.4.1  The concentration policy: .................................................................................................... 13 

2.4.1  Decentralization .................................................................................................................. 14 

2.4.2  New Towns: ........................................................................................................................ 16 

2.5 Urban growth in Palestine ............................................................................................................. 21 

2.5.1  Planning Experience in Palestine ........................................................................................ 23 

Chapter Three: Study Area ................................................................................................................ 25 

3.1  Historical Background: ................................................................................................................. 26 

3.2  Ramallah Al Bireh Governorate: .................................................................................................. 29 

3.2.1  Population: .......................................................................................................................... 32 

3.2.2  Population Projection: ......................................................................................................... 33 

3.2.3  Population Density .............................................................................................................. 34 

3.3 Ramallah Urban Development ....................................................................................................... 36 

Chapter Four: Data Analysis .............................................................................................................. 39 

4.1 Site Selection Criteria and Methodology ...................................................................................... 40 

4.1.2   Site Selection Criteria description ...................................................................................... 43 

4.1.3  Site Selection analysis and preliminary results ................................................................... 46 

4.1.3  Final Results ........................................................................................................................ 53 



vii 

 

4.2 Sites Evaluation and Analysis ........................................................................................................ 55 

4.2.1  Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 55 

4.2 .2  Multi Criteria Analysis Methodology ................................................................................. 55 

4.3  Development of Criteria for Site Evaluation ................................................................................ 60 

4.3.1  Criteria Description ............................................................................................................. 61 

4.4  Quantification of the actual values ................................................................................................ 68 

4.5  Normalization of basic criteria ...................................................................................................... 75 

4.6  Determination of weightings and balancing factors ...................................................................... 76 

4.7  Quantifying the values of second and third levels of criteria ........................................................ 77 

4.8  Preliminary Results ....................................................................................................................... 78 

4.9 Final Results and Discussion ......................................................................................................... 80 

4.10 Description of the best Site: ........................................................................................................ 83 

Chapter Five: Conclusion and Recommendations ............................................................................ 85 

5.1  Conclusion .................................................................................................................................... 86 

5.2  Recommendations ......................................................................................................................... 89 

References: ........................................................................................................................................... 91 

Appendices ............................................................................................................................................ 97 

 

 

 
 

 


